Team Habitat – June 5, 2003 meeting


Team Habitat – June 5, 2003 notes

The Mission of Team Habitat is to coordinate the creation, enhancement, and maintenance of habitat for all wildlife species that live in or migrate through New Jersey.  Team Habitat will be extremely conscious of the historic nature of the New Jersey environment and work to restore its cultural resources through scientific and practical methods.

Team Habitat is a group of dedicated conservationists working to provide habitat for all wildlife species by creating, enhancing and maintaining quality habitat throughout New Jersey.  Team Habitat will use wildlife and natural resource professionals to direct a paid and volunteer work force in performing habitat projects.

Update

Redbank Primary School – combination WHIP/Partners

Started as .3 acres and expanded to 1.5 acre warm season grass planting.  Problems: Roundup spray was not adequate; excess vegetation on ground; excess root mass; and wet areas.  Recommended very close mow and then re-herbicide application.  Additional problem occurred when the 401B developed hydraulic seal leak.  Project postponed until the fall.  Projected cost is $500.

Warren County Gun Club – WHIP project.

Plateau application on 2 acres of warm season grass planting.  Projected cost $270.

Dunn Ranch – WHIP project

Plateau application on 3 acres of warm season grass planting.  Projected cost $225.

Income and Expense

Received

· $250 from the Cape Atlantic SCD

· $400 from Southern Jersey QU

· $400 from Bear Creek Conservancy

Promised

· $250 from Mercer SCD

· $1,000 from Freehold SCD

Received after meeting

· $250 from Burlington SCD

Paid in repair

· $1296 for tires, 3-point hitch by Cape Atlantic SCD

· $500 for chains and tiedowns by US Fish and Wildlife

· $4685 for trailer by South Jersey RC&D Council

Pending repair

· $1296 for Landpride disk by South Jersey RC&D Council

· $200 for hydraulic seals for 401B by South Jersey RC&D Council

Needs

· A person with a ¾ ton vehicle that can operate the 401B

· 600-cc ATV to pull the Plotmaster and do herbicide application

· A person for labor

· Development of Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws

· Selection of governing board

· Selection of leadership board

· Seek additional members

· Dues structure

Business

College of NJ has not expressed interest to pursue Team Habitat at this time.  It may be possible to do something with Stockton.  We would want to start with Ray Mueller.  East Stroudsburg (PA) College may be interested.  Contact there is Dr. Jane Huffman.  Rutgers contact would be Dr. Dave Drake of Extension.

A side discussion ensued concerning the Buckshutem WMA project.  It is still scheduled to be drum chopped three times starting this summer.  However, there does not appear to be a working tractor of sufficient size to pull the chopper.  A rental will be considered.  Several options for seeding were discussed.  Option 1 – part seeded in fall, rest done in the spring.  Option 2 – seed everything at once to maximize available equipment.  Due to the current spotlight on this project, we want maximum success.  Seed will be bought via Pheasants Forever.

Habitat – really up to the landowner what wildlife (quail, pheasant, turkey, grouse, duck, deer, ground nesting birds, etc.) they want to have.  This will be an educational process for TH in dealing with landowners to fully explain potential property has to offer.

ACTION ITEM – develop a list of properties in NJ that can be used as show and tell.  Steve will coordinate with NRCS, NJ F&W, and US F&W.

ACTION ITEM – Mark Banker (RGS) suggested TH conduct a joint field day.  Steve will investigate this suggestion.

ACTION ITEM – Contact Jody Applegate-Stemler of the Congressional Sportsman Caucus to provide them information.  This can be done by e-mail.

Possible projects include

· Pine forest infected with Pine Beetle.  The tree removal provides an opportunity to replant with improved pines or development of a savannah system.

· Schools – WHIP and/or Partners for development of grasslands, trails, or butterfly gardens.

· Gun clubs – warm/cool season grasses or food plots.

· State and federal lands

· Local government

· New Jersey Conservation Foundation

· South Jersey Land Trust

· Natural Lands Trust

· Nature Conservancy

ACTION ITEM – develop a list of various funding sources and incentives for landowners.  This should include Threatened and Endangered plants and animals.

Possible funders

· National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (www.nfwf.org) gives money for projects and equipment.  Deadline is July 1.

· Delaware Bay Grant Program

· National Wild Turkey Federation – equipment

· PSE&G with right-of-way

Labor

Skilled – Wildlife Conservation Corp on a project-by-project basis.  A skilled position would need a position description.  It is felt that a volunteer under F&W or NRCS could be used as equipment operators.  There is some question as to liability of some equipment.  We need to develop MOU’s with all parties.

ACTION ITEM – Eric Schrading will develop a MOU for all organizations in TH.

Unskilled labor – Boy/Girl Scouts, Prisons, youth groups, wildlife groups, etc.

Equipment Coordination

Nick Cassetta will continue to schedule the TruAx drill.  Steve will work with Nick and NRCS on other projects and equipment.

Next meeting – Thursday, September 11, 2003 at 10 AM at Lenape Farms.

Southern Jersey Quail Unlimited provided lunch.
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